
The Yasuní iver asin, located in 
the heart of the Yasuní National 
Park, represents one of the most 
biologically diverse places on the 
planet. The region contains an 
exceptionally diverse flora that is 
emblematic of the Amazonian 
region, but remains poorly 
understood and under-documented. 
The first botanical collections date 
from 1968 by Professor Gunnar 
Harling, and subsequent 
explorations were carried out by 
Dr. Robin Foster in 1977 and 
Professor Lauritz Holm-Nielsen 
together with Jaime Jaramillo and 
Flavio Coello in 1979. 
Based on our recent botanical 
expeditions to the region during 
2016-2017, we present a collection 
of 371 species of vascular plants 
collected along a 100 km stretch of 
the Yasuni River and several of its 
tributaries.  
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  Nuevo Rocafuerte, entrance to the Yasuní river, August 1979.  Black water tributary of the Yasuní river, August 1979.

Expedition camp, August 1979.     Flavio Coello and Jaime Jaramillo, August 1979.

Aerial view of the Yasuní river, October 1980.    Aerial view of the Jatuncocha lagoon, October 1980.
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   Yasuní river, July 2016.   Rumiyaku river, tributary of the Yasuní river, July 2016.

   Expedition camp, July 2016.   Collecting along the Yasuní river, March 2017.

Expedition Team, July 2016: K. Burgess, L. Whitehurst, W. Santillán, R. Jarrín, A. Pérez, 
R. Burgess.

Expedition Team, March 2017: W. Santillán, L. Whitehurst, S. Worthy, N. Zapata, C. 
Persson, D. Lasso, J. Rova, A. Pérez, K. Burgess.
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