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Bat communities are important because they provide several ecosystem services, such as pollination and seed dispersal, crucial for 
forest regeneration and human well-being. One of the last bat communities that are best preserved in Ecuador survive in the Mashpi 
mountains of the Pacto's Andean Chocó. In 2021, a field trip expedition performed in the reserves of Mashpi Lodge, Mashpi Shungo, 
Pambiliño and Chontaloma, analyzed their diversity and seed dispersal. This expedition collected many voucher specimens of bats and 
seeds that were deposited at the Instituto Nacional del Ecuador (INABIO), formerly, Museo Ecuatoriano de Ciencias naturales 
(MECN). Currently, these samples represent the INABIO's national bat-seed collection. The entire collection fits inside a shoebox and has 
been curated, compared, and identified at the lowest taxonomic level. It contains a unique sample in space and time of the rich 
Ecuadorian biodiversity. For many years, the absence of field guides, open access-articles, and books have been limitating the work of 
many researchers interested to understand the feeding habits of tropical bats. In his time Dr. Alwyn H. Gentry (1986), considered the 
Andean Chocó to be the most biodiverse ecosystem in the world. Nowadays, it is considered as the ninth-most biodiverse ecosystem. 
However, the vegetation of this place is mostly unknown for science. In this first version, you will be able to appreciate that Gentry was 
not wrong. Here, you will appreciate how incredibly diverse is the vegetation of the Andean Chocó. This guide includes 118 
morphospecies of seeds dispersed by at least 25 species of bats. In this guide, I provide you with some useful comments and include 
mysterious species that I could not identify, but that might interest you. The backdrop of all the images has the same grid scale of 1 mm; 
thus, you can compare the size of each seed.
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Columnea, Kholeria  
Gasteranthus  
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https://www.acguanacaste.ac.cr/paginas_especie/plantae_online/magnoliophyta/cyclanthaceae/asplundia_microphylla/a_mycrophylla12jun98/a_mycrophylla12jun98.html
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Pychotria  

 
Palicourea
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Cecropia angustifolia

 
 

Cecropia longipes

 
 

Cecropia obtusilofia
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HOW TO CITE THIS FIELD GUIDE?

Rodríguez-Segovia, M. A. (2024). Seeds dispersed by bats in the Pacto's Andean Chocó. Field Guides-Field Museum of Natural History, 
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