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In the spring of 2013, ArcelorMittal, in partnership with the Field Museum, launched an exciting project to restore ten acres of “dune and
swale” habitat on the campus of the Global R&D Center in East Chicago, IN. “Dune and swale” is a globally unique type of natural
habitat that occurs along the southern rim of Lake Michigan. It consists of undulating ridges of low sand dunes and long narrow wetlands
that were created as glacial Lake Chicago (the precursor to Lake Michigan) receded thousands of years ago.
Museum ecologists noted the site’s unique topography, undisturbed sandy soils, and a few native plants growing in the rougher areas of the
site. These were all clues that something very special lay beneath the mowed field. These suspicions were confirmed when mowing of the
area ceased and thousands of native plants emerged. A plant inventory in 2015 already documented over 75 species of plants, including
one state-endangered species, Mountain Blue-eyed Grass, and two state-threatened species, Golden and Prairie Hummock Sedge. An
ecological contractor has also been hired to control invasive species and weeds within the dune and swale habitat. A new walking trail
around the site and interpretive signage invite visitors to explore and watch this beautiful piece of Indiana’s heritage come back to life.
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